
 

 

CALL FOR APPLICATION 

Land Matrix Initiative 

 

COMMUNICATION COORDINATOR 

 
The Land Matrix (LM – see www.landmatrix.org) is a global, independent land monitoring initiative. 

Our goal is to promote transparency and accountability in decisions over land and investment by 

making open data available. This data is freely accessible at our website, which acts as a permanent 

observatory for various audiences such as affected communities, researchers, policymakers and 

technologists, all of whom are encouraged to collaborate in order to improve land governance to their 

mutual benefit.  

The Land Matrix data and visualisations can be easily accessed, shared, processed and talked about, 

and are available for anyone to use for any purpose, at no cost. We nurture open-data and open-

source communities focused on land deals by assisting volunteer, civic-minded developers who 

contribute to our database, while at the same time actively encouraging innovation with the data. The 

Land Matrix provides a comprehensive package for independent multiplications of the model, and will 

incorporate innovations by our open-source community. 

We are seeking to recruit a highly motivated communication coordinator whose primary responsibility 

will be to take charge of communication activities for the Land Matrix initiative. He/She will also be in 

charge of the websites of the South African Land Observatory (SALO) and the Centre for the Study of 

Governance Innovation (GovInn), both of which are related to the Land Matrix. The time allocated to 

each will be discussed upon employment. The position will be based at the University of Pretoria.  

The position offers a unique opportunity to work in the sphere of international development and make 

one’s mark in the quest for a more equitable society. The Land Matrix communication coordinator will 

interact with and represent land organisations from all over the world, working with international 

experts and scientists in the field. He/She will work along with the overall Land Matrix coordinator, 

and will be responsible for the following activities: 

 

Communication strategy  Assume responsibility for the design and implementation of both 

annual and long-term communication strategies for the Land Matrix 

partnership. 

Internal communication 

coordination  

Ensure smooth internal communication within the Land Matrix. 

Coordinate decentralised communication by ensuring coordination 

between global and regional communication strategies and products. 

External communication and 

social media 

Coordinate and assist with the writing, design and wide distribution 

of Land Matrix publications and products (analytical reports, 

newsletters, country profiles and other communication products). 

Regularly update social media and identify ways to keep users 

http://www.landmatrix.org/
http://salandobservatory.org/
http://governanceinnovation.org/


 

 

interested and engaged (blog, stories, focus on specific deals, etc.). 

Public relations Support the public relations function of the Land Matrix, including 
the distribution of media requests to partners and responses to 

users. 

Content management  Coordinate CMS and manage the web interface content (e.g. 

infographics descriptions, FAQs, etc.), actualise Land Matrix 

communication products and upload relevant publications according 
to criteria agreed with partners in the communication strategy. 

Liaising with web developers Liaise with the developers of the Land Matrix platform to ensure that 

the structure adequately responds to our communication needs (web 

interface space for social media, communication products, 

publications). 

Editorial tasks Ensure that the Land Matrix’ web interface and its communication 
and other products are of a high quality and are user-friendly by 

providing editing and proofreading support. 

Branding Build out the Land Matrix’ branding through its global and 

decentralised observatories. 

Development of performance 
indicators  

Provide regular updates and statistics on the number of views and 
comments.  

Compile quarterly user statistics (visits, clicks, downloads, citations), 
communicate trends to partners and adapt communication activities 

on the basis of the analysis. 

Keep track of ‘media echo’ around the Land Matrix and provide an 
annual overview thereof. 

 

Who should apply?  

Our requirements for this position are as follows: 
- A communication specialist with at least three years’ experience as a communication 

officer/coordinator 
- Experience with CMS platforms (possibly Joomla)  

- Knowledge of graphic design software; video, audio and photo editing software; web design 

tools (Webstudio); and graphics optimisation for web design 
- Competent in editing, designing and formatting a diverse range of communication products 

- English writing and editing skills 
- Social media skills: ability to speak online as the voice of the project 

- Experience with open-data and open-source initiatives 
 

Languistic proficiency: Although English is the primary language, ability to work in French or 

Spanish – is a plus. 
 

How to apply?  
Applications should be accompanied by:  

 a comprehensive motivation letter detailing the candidate’s skills and experience, and 

 a two‐page Curriculum Vitae with references.  
All applications should be submitted to the Land Matrix coordinator, Dr Saliou Niassy 

(saliou.niassy@up.ac.za) at the University of Pretoria, tel. +27 12 420‐6666 and fax +27 12 420‐3206. 
 

Deadlines and selection process:  
‐ Deadline for applications: 30 March 2017  

‐ Outcome of selection: April 2017  

‐ Starting date: Mid April 2017 

mailto:saliou.niassy@up.ac.za

